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Youth Innovation Competition on Global Governance

World Cultural Heritage as a shared legacy of Human Civilization
Venice, July 20-24, 2026

Culture is essential for building community identity and social cohesion, while also driving societal transformation and innovation. UNESCO highlights that historical landmarks, living cultures, and natural heritage enrich lives in multifaceted ways, positioning cultural diversity and creativity as cornerstone of sustainable development. To support this, the international community has actively promoted heritage conservation, institutional development and capacity building through mechanisms like the 1972 World Heritage Convention, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and various multilateral frameworks. These initiatives focus on a multidimensional approach that combines technological empowerment, social participation, and ecological governance.
However, global cultural heritage faces increasingly complex challenges. Climate change, rapid urbanization, mass tourism, and economic development pressures continuously impact historic cities, cultural landscapes, and traditional ways of life. Meanwhile, digitalization, social transformation, and ecological risks place higher demands on traditional conservation approaches. In this context, heritage protection is no longer merely about safeguarding the past; it requires balancing development, ecological sustainability, and cultural continuity, while testing the capacity of the international community to coordinate responsibilities, resources, and governance.
Venice vividly illustrates the typical challenges and governance experiences in global cultural heritage protection. As a crossroads of civilizations that combines the characteristics of a World Heritage city and a living historic urban center, Venice has developed a unique urban form and rich artistic traditions over centuries. However, this heritage system remains highly fragile, facing continuous threats from sea-level rise, high-humidity environments, and the pressures of overtourism. Following the catastrophic flood of 1966, UNESCO and the Italian government launched an 

international preservation initiative, employing multilateral cooperation and technological innovation to construct flood control infrastructure, significantly reducing the risks posed by high water levels. 
More recently, in November 2019, Venice experienced another exceptional Acqua Alta, with water levels reaching 187 cm—the highest since 1966—causing widespread damage to monuments, churches, and residential buildings. The event underscored the continuing vulnerability of Venice to climate-related risks and accelerated the activation and testing of the MOSE flood-barrier system as a key instrument in the city’s long-term resilience strategy.
The experience of Venice demonstrates that the protection of urban heritage relies on scientific governance strategies, sustained policy investment, and stable international cooperation.
Standing at this historical crossroads of civilizations in Venice, and reflecting on both history and the future, it is clear that global cultural heritage protection is no longer solely about preserving the past, but about shaping a shared future. Amid the intertwined challenges of climate change, development pressures, and growing value pluralism, youth, as a driving force for innovation and cross-cultural dialogue, should embrace a global vision and a strong sense of responsibility. By actively engaging in exploration and practice across related fields, youth can contribute their ideas and actions to advance the prosperity and development of human society.

Subtopic 1: World Cultural Heritage and Civilizational Dialogue
World cultural heritage represents the spiritual and material core of human civilization, serving as a pivotal medium for cross-temporal civilizational dialogue and value resonance. Today, however, accelerating ecological crises are causing the physical deterioration of heritage sites, thereby undermining the material foundations of civilizational dialogue. Hyper-commercialization and development have rendered some heritage elements “symbolized”, hindering the profound mutual learning of cultural significance. The process of digital transformation, while expanding access and dissemination, has also introduced risks of fragmented cultural memory and diminished authenticity. In addition, insufficient global heritage governance capacity has intensified the marginalization of diverse civilizations, while structural weakness in social participation has further limited the extensive reach of such dialogues. Youth are 


encouraged to explore equitable and inclusive mechanisms for global civilizational dialogue, aiming to bridge cultural divides and foster a symbiotic path for the continuity of human civilization.

Subtopic 2: AI for Heritage Revitalization and Tourism Regeneration
AI-empowered heritage revitalization and tourism regeneration aim to address structural challenges in heritage protection and sustainable utilization through innovative technological applications, thereby fostering the synergistic development of cultural transmission and regional economies. Currently, traditional tourism models struggle with product homogenization, overstretched carrying capacities, and limited positive externalities for local economies. Meanwhile, the accelerated penetration of technology has intensified risks such as algorithmic bias, over-commercialization, and the digital divide, highlighting the potential conflict between technological rationality and humanistic values. Youth are encouraged to explore how to leverage AI to revitalize heritage and regenerate tourism while strictly adhering to conservation baselines.

Subtopic 3: World Cultural Heritage and Multilateral Cooperation
Multilateral cooperation aims to safeguard cultural heritage of outstanding universal value through cross-border collaboration and global governance mechanisms, promoting the preservation of human civilization and sustainable development. However, world cultural heritage currently faces dual pressures from limited conservation resources and conflicting development agendas. Furthermore, multilateral cooperation mechanisms are often constrained by divergent national priorities and high costs of international coordination, which impede effective policy implementation. Emerging challenges such as climate change, over-tourism, and insufficient digital protection capabilities further highlight the limitations of traditional governance approaches. Youth are encouraged to explore how international multilateral cooperation can better advance world cultural heritage protection.







Subtopic 4: World Cultural Heritage and Climate Change
Natural climate not only shapes the unique character of cultural heritage but also underpins its physical preservation. Currently, climate change has surpassed invasive alien species to become the single largest threat facing World Heritage, with 80% of cultural heritage sites already enduring systemic climate stress. Meanwhile, disciplinary barriers remain between physical restoration and climate adaptation, and traditional human-nature wisdom has yet to be effectively translated into modern climate governance resources, constraining the overall effectiveness of heritage protection. Youth are encouraged to explore how to achieve a scientific balance between structural reinforcement and climate resilience, promote cross-sectoral collaborative governance, and build a resilient protection system for heritage sites against climate change.
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